Commitment in the Service
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Why are we serving God?




We were all called to the service. It is not as if we are
offering God a favor but instead it is an offering of
love and humility bestowed on us from God.
Therefore brethren, we must not squander this gift of
love or underestimate the richness of God’s kindness
and patience.
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A profession or Job Eloquence of Speech

A mere activity
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The Christian Service
“Son, go, work today in my vineyard.”
(Matthew 21:28)
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The first word “Son”
This is the foundation of the Christian service.

The foundation of any Christian service is laid upon the direct

relationship with God. God does not need slaves but instead
He wants to use His children.
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The second word: “Go”

This portrays the authority of the Christian Service.

The authority that the believer has in the service, is an
extension of God’s authority since it is He who sends out the
servant. Our Lord Christ consecrated the authority given to
His servants when He said “All authority has been given to
Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples
of all the nations.” (Matthew 28:18-19)
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The fourth word: “today”

This portrays the timing of the Christian Service

We often contemplate our past accomplishments or discuss
our future goals but what of today? The Lord wants us to go
today and serve. We should not put the service off but take

action right now because the chance to serve will not always
be available to us.
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The third word :“work”

This word shows the nature of Christian Service

The verse urges us to work, that is to bear our
responsibilities. The Lord sent us to work and as such reap

fruits. Many work but the fruits are not seen. We should work
diligently to bear the fruits of our labor.
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The Final phrase:“in My vineyard”

This phrase portrays the vicinity of Christian service.

You are called to serve God in His vineyard and not where you
find your comfort. The Lord granted you special talents and
gifts for the service. Therefore, ask for God’s guidance to lead
you to the place and service that you were designed for and
do not rush into things. The Lord who urges you to go serve is
doubtlessly going to guide you along the way
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Spiritual commitment
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Spiritual committed in his own spiritual
life between him and our Lord. Regular
meetings with his father of confession -
fasting — praying — spiritual readings
...... The servant must be reconfigured

spiritually so that he will be able to give
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Behavioral commitment
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As a servant | should be
worthy of my actions and
behaviors as a child of God, so
the service will be blameless.
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Commitment

in the Service
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Commitment to the Church
|Ideological and theological
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As a servant in the Orthodox
Church you must live the
Orthodox faith without mixing
with beliefs from other
denominatior)s.
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Biblical commitment
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As a servant you must

adhere to the teachings

of the Bible. The Bible

should be the reference

in all your teachings.
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labor in the Service
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Labor in the Service 2 The world’s labor

“Therefore, my beloved brethren, Then | looked on all the works that
be steadfast, immovable, always my hands had done And on the

abounding in the work of the labor in which | had toiled; And
Lord, knowing that your labor is indeed all was vanity and grasping
not in vain in the Lord.” for the wind. There was no profit
(1 Corinthians 15:58) under the sun.
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I know your works, your labor, your patience, ..... and you have persevered and
have patience, and have labored for My name's sake and have not become weary.



1. Your weariness is an indication of your love for Christ and His
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He who loves God does not allow himself to rest, instead he struggles continually to bring each
person to the knowledge of the love of God.
St. Paul explains to us some of his struggles in the service by saying:

in labors more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequently, in deaths often. 24 From
the Jews five times | received forty stripes minus one. 25 Three times | was beaten with rods; once | was
stoned; three times | was shipwrecked; a night and a day | have been in the deep; 26 in journeys often, in
perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils of my own countrymen, in perils of the Gentiles, in perils in
the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; 27 in weariness and
toil, in sleeplessness often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness-- 28 besides the
other things, what comes upon me daily: my deep concern for all the churches. 2 Corinthians 11 23:28

We should then look at ourselves, what is our struggle in the service? We should know that
every struggle we go through is written for us in the book of Life even if you yourself forget.
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2-Everyone will receive a reward according to his labor.
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Each one will receive his own reward according to his own labor. 1 Corinthians 3:8
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On the last day we will all hear that phrase that the Lord Christ spoke to the seven churches:
“I know your works” (Revelation 2:3). So even if we find no recognition on earth, we will be
recognized in heaven for our efforts. On that day the Lord will say to all of His servants “Come,
you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the
world ” (Matthew 25:34)
Thus, we must stay diligent and not weary even when faced with many trials and tribulations
along the way.
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3. The service needs constant prayers
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God will join us in our service, and will not allow us to go through tribulations alone.

God continually offers aid to his servants. He works with them, through them, and by them.
Therefore we should strive to be a tool in the hands of the living God.

This is why prayer is important for the service to be successful. Prayer will help us see God’s
hand in the service lest we believe it is by our own abilities that we serve. God said “ without
Me you can do nothing “ ( John15:5) Therefore strive to include God in your service by offering
prayers, fasts, etc.
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4. Beware the urge to pick an easy service or to enter through the
wide gate Lo 1) i) (oo Aadll) ) JA0 5f cddguad) ciladill) o i o (e ) -

Many escape the service that requires a lot of effort by picking and
choosing the services that they deem easy. They justify this by
portraying humility and saying such things as “l haven’t reached the
level required for this service, | am not that talented.” The Lord does not
accept these excuses, He said to Jeremiah “Do not say, 'l am a youth,’
For you shall go to all to whom | send you, And whatever | command
you, you shall speak. (Jeremiah 1:7)

The Lord’s hand can be seen in a hard service as well as a person’s

effort.
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An example
of laxity

Eli the priest was very lenient in
upbringing his sons. When he
heard of their evil actions in the
temple he merely told them that
their actions were evil and that
they are angering God and
causing the people to sin. This
resulted in them not heeding
their father’s warning and
eventually the priesthood was
removed from them.

Seriousness in service
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The lazy man does not roast what he took in hunting, But diligence is man's precious

possession. Proverbs 12:27

Cursed is he who does the work of the Lord

deceitfully. Jeremiah 48:10
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The Christian Service
“Son, go, work today in my vineyard.”
(Matthew 21:28)
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Spiritual commitment
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Commitment to the Church
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Behavioral commitment
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Biblical commitment




Labor in the Service
da2All 8 il

your labor is not in vain in the Lord
(1 Corinthians 15:58)

Each one will receive his own reward
according to his own labor.
1 Corinthians 3:8



Seriousness In service
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deceitfully. Jeremiah 48:10



